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heiress of duke Herman of Suabia, and on Herman's death
in 949 succeeded to the duchy. Finally, again in 947, duke
Berthold of Bavaria died, and Otto appointed his own
brother Henry, whose loyalty could now be relied upon and
who cemented his hold on the duchy by marrying Judith,
the daughter of the former duke Arnulf.
This, then, was Otto's project for dealing with the great
problem of the duchies. Franconia and Saxony were in his
own hands, administered for him by subordinates. The
other three dukes were his son, his son-in-law, and his brother.
This did not ultimately prove a successful solution. But,
at any rate, the old tribal autonomy had been broken down.
Otto had established his right to appoint the dukes. They
were thus royal officials, and they owed their position to him,
not to the choice of the tribe. Moreover, the old attach-
ment of the tribe to the duke was impaired; in each case
he was an alien from another tribe, and therefore there was
not the old bond between duke and tribe which had made
the tribal duchies so formidable an obstacle to royal authority.
With the duchies allotted among members of his family,
Otto might well feel satisfied that his German kingdom was
now securely organised. The one rebel to his authority, the
duke of Bohemia, had to be attended to, and to Bohemia
Otto went himself in 950 and forced Boleslav to recognise
his overlordship and resume the payment of tribute.
Bohemia was not yet a part of Germany, but as a buffer
state on the eastern frontier it was essential that it should
be subject to the German Crown. The time was now ripe
for his Italian plans to be matured, and p,t this moment an
appeal for help came to him from Italy which gave him a
welcome excuse for intervention. But to explain this it is
necessary to digress for a space, and to give some account
of the tangled history of the kingdom of Italy and of Rome,
and also of Burgundy, with which the fortunes of the Italian
kingdom were inextricably linked.
In 911, Berengar I was still maintaining his seat upon The lui
the unsteady throne of Italy.    He had successfully resisted kinsdoir
the challenge of King Louis of Provence, whom he had driven
back,  blinded,  to  his  own  country in  905.    There  Louis
lingered on for another twenty-two years, but the real ruler
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